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It was raining in Richmond on Friday, in June
Beginning at dawn, the downpour was merciless, and
beat the lilies to naked stalks. There were small rivers
here and there in the streets, and newborn ponds on

the playing fields. | went to sleep to the sound of
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water drumming the slate roof, and dreamt a terrible
dream It was a white face that | saw beyond the
window glass amost formless and inhuman | woke up

and stared blindly into the dark | did not know what

had awakened me until the telephone rang | found the
receiver without fumbling.

without fumbling  fumble
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Caffeine and nicotine are generally accepted as two
vices but strange to say, many people will not be
willing to keep away from them It is further said that
caffeine, cigarettes and cholesterol are the grim reapers
of human beings The other day | was lucky to have an
opportunity of sitting at a banquet with three hundred
forensic pathologists | learnt there that seventy-five
percent of them don't jog or do aerobics, don't walk
when they can ride, don't stand when they can sit, and
are diligent enough to avoid stairs or hills unless they're
on the decline A third of them smoke, most of them
drink, and all of them eat as if there is no tomorrow
when all of them are the world's foremost experts in

disease and death
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One of the features of Tennessee Williams' plays is
that not all but at least most successful plays reveal a
frustrating world in which sex and violence lie
beneath the surface of romantic gentility However, the

people who create such scenarios rarely put them into

practice Inreal life, some are devout Christian
adult
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TIME,
December 31,1999

The Age of Einstein

Do you think Einstein has become a modern hero,
especially in America? Mr.Roger Rosenblatt says in
the TIME of December 31,1999 that if you think so,it
will be necessary to totally revise the definition of a
hero According to him, anti-intellectualism and the
drive for universal education are an integral part of
American culture The coexistence of both may
account for the low status of teachers In America, he
also says, it is not enough to be smart but one must
compensate for one's intelligence by showing the
canniness and real-world power of the cowboy and the
pioneer  Einstein successfully did this, and has
become the first modern intellectual superstar He won
the stardom in the way Americans could accept for his
intuitive intelligence, not scholarly one, and by having
his thoughts applied to practical things such as rockets

and atomic bombs
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TIME, February
21,2000

Behind the Hack Attack

While the biggest hacker attack in Web history
loomed like a tsunami on the virtual horizon last
Monday Although neither man knew it yet, the Web's
most popular portal was being bombarded with enough
confusing information to cause the digital equivalent of
Normally, Yahoo absorbs a

couple hundred million bits of data each second,

a nervous breakdown

meaning it can handle millions of Yahoo users asking
simultaneously for, say, the lowdown on Ricky Martin
But now Yahoo's Internet service provider was clogging

up with as many as 1 billion bits a second

2000 26,000,000

TIME,
June 19,2000
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Will Genetically Modified Food Feed the World?

In fact, genetically modified foods are already very
much a part of life in the U.S.A third of the corn and
more than half the soybeans and cotton grown in the
U.S. last year were produced by biotechnology,
according to the Department of Agriculture More than
26 million hectares of genetically modified crops will
be planted in the U.S. thisyear. omitted

Biotech is not a panacea, but it does promise to
transform agriculture in many developing countries If
that promise is not fulfilled, the real losers will be

their people, who could suffer for years to come

TIME, April 24,2000

factual factual

Tokyo Governor, Shintaro Ishihara

A provocative politician, Tokyo Governor Shintaro
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Ishihara, has been shaking things up since he took
office a year ago just as people had expected He has
announced plans to open casinos in the Odaiba district,
and has proposed to ban diesel trucks from Tokyo
roads Heirked Chinaby inviting the Dalai Lamato his
office, and showing a friendly attitude toward Taiwan
To erase Tokyo's deficit, he has also announced a plan
to levy taxes on large banks operating in Tokyo. The
conflict between the Tokyo Government and the banks
has come to a stage where the bankers have determined
to fight the plan in court

Before anything being resolved, he crossed another
line by referring to a most seemingly derogatory word
sangokujin, who, he explains, have illegally entered
Japan

However, it seems to me that he always elaborates
policies after having read the minds of the people, and
having skillfully tapped into the public zeitgeist | like
watching him on TV because he appears to risk every-
thing to effect change by way of frank and courageous
dialogue, unlike other politicians and bureaucrats who
only pay lip serviceto reforms | think that the problem
is with the media and some leaders of the opposition
parties who do nothing but find fault with the simple
slips of the tongue Under such circumstances Japan

will not allow politiciansto rise

sangokujin, who, he explains, have

illegally entered Japan
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TIME, May 29,2000

JAPAN'S DIRTY SECRET
As deadly toxins poison the environment, the
government is doing its best to avoid the issue
Residents of Suginami ward known as a well-to-do
residential areain Tokyo and sitting in the heart of the
Japanese capital have been exposed to the degenerating
atmosphere poisoned with dioxin since a plastic-waste
compacting plant opened four years ago Nowadays
more than 400 residents have reported frightening
symptoms; for example, a woman of 63 years having
her breast swelling as if she were pregnant because of
her high level of testosterone, and also having
whiskers sprouting on her chin, so that she is caused to
shave every day Her hair tested positive for arsenic,
lead and mercury each at high levels She has
difficulty speaking and sometimes trouble thinking
clearly. She says that she feels as if she is standing in

the middle of amist After all, the Tokyo government
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had reassured residents that the plant would pose no

danger to this neatly landscaped area

1906

TIME, July 10,2000

Unraveling Alzheimer's Disease

In 1906 German Physician Dr. Alzheimer described
the degenerative brain disorder which bears his name
Since then doctors have argued about probable causes
of this disease

Dr. Alzheimer carefully noted two features of the
autopsied brains of his patients; one was the dense
clumps or plaques, of protein that showed up where
nerve cells should have been and the other was the

tortured tangles that many of the neurons had become
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However, no one could surely say whether the plagues
or the tangles trigger the illness or they were both just
the most visible effects of some other, more obscure
process

Now the century-old mystery is going to be solved
Scientists who recognized the plaques as the culprit

are having a chance to prove their hypothesis
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killer killer  risk

One Aspect of Kendo
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Sensing aKiller behind a Door

Kendo is generally accepted as a martial art directed
toward skills at killing enemies with asword Originally,
this understanding was correct However, once
modern society has replaced swords with guns, this
understanding is no longer valid Everyone knows that
swords are less efficient than guns Then, what is the
use of kendo? Has it lost the reason for its existence?
| do not think so | would like to emphasize the aspect
of kendo in which it is helpful to cultivate the skill at
risk management

There is amaxim that the kendo spirit does not exist
in how to kill but in how to foresee a killer who might
lurk behind a closed door Kendo teaches that if we
have sensed one lurking behind a door, we should
If the

circumstances do not permit it, we should dare to open

avoid opening it and take another route

the door with utmost care and fight with the killer
* The Goddess of Victory always sides with a daring
sword fighter.'

Recently, in Tokyo a subway train derailed and
collided with a train on the opposite line Five
passengers were killed, and many were injured In that
case, the killer lurked as a fatal railway fault There
could be two causes for the tragedy; one could be that
railway inspectors did not carefully notice the possible
cause of the accident through regular checks, or the
other could be that they noticed but underestimated it
by thinking that there would be no problem Either of
If the

inspectors had sensed the killer lurking in the railway,

the causes would be due to the lack of foresight

they should have eliminated the potential cause by any
means

Foresight of unseen Kkillers requires constant
concentration If you want to acquire the ability to
foresee a hiding killer through kendo, you should train
yourself toward the perfection of your swordsmanship,
and you will be able to cultivate a cool head which is

This
In this

essential for seeing everything in its clear light
accounts for comparison of kendo to Zen
highly complex world the ability to foresee unseen

killers is becoming increasingly important
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