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[ A hypothetical example clarifies this principle. Humans lit fires for thousands of years before realizing that
oxygen in necessary to create and maintain a flame. The first person to discover the necessity of oxygen
certainly could not have obtained a valid patent claim for “a method of making a fire by lighting a flame in the
presence of oxygen”. Even if prior art on lighting fires did not disclose the importance of oxygen and one of
ordinary skill in the art did not know about the importance of oxygen, understanding this law of nature would
not give the discoverer a right to exclude others from the prior art of making fires, EMI vs Cupress
Semiconductor, 2001 US Fed. Cir. Ct. of App.]

AN OEHN TR 52 & b law of nature ICKBELENTWE, WS SHEELRMBEZ FRL T, (T @O
ANTHELGEDVE ) WEPERDL (BOKS535) TEISKMH - HHTHIUX, 20X law of nature 735
SHTHDTHL, Zd inherency 2OV TOEED HARDFEAFEH ITHENHBALCRBEANZIZELV OB
L7z,

(2) BXMICH T BHEFIMERTSIEEIC EPC Art.53 (c) & 84 ([CEET S

FRDO X ITHINCBWTIIHEREWE 7 L—2 & LTHIMLZ BIFL TV, L2 L7255, [+ ing] X
Art53 (c) DEENREOHEE L CIIAHMETH S ([no treatment of a particular disease is defined.]) &
H B (Art84) 2% { OMETHAISN Tz, ZBYIFEIC [ ing] OTV#EE L THREDHHED
HEINTWAEZ EH% L, [Non-therapeutic use of Substance X in -+ ing in Subject A.] TIIMEFLAHE L
TF—ANE otz X HIBZ 5,

Z LT, HEAZOIEMIEEEIC3 LT, [Substance X for use in -+ ing in Subject A suffering from disease
Bl LB EBRETSHE.X % BOBROLDIIH VS Z EZAME W) IEMHIHAEMNINTLE > Tz,
ZZT, [ ingl Z#LTDH,

[In general it should be noted that a mechanism being related with certain compounds cannot be considered

in itself as a therapeutic application; the discovery that a substance has a specific effect or the like, even if
representing an important piece of scientific knowledge, still needs to find a practical application in the form of
a defined, real treatment of any condition in order to make a technical contribution to the art and to be
considered as an invention eligible for patent application. ]

ELT, AH =L (- ing) IZOWTERLTHPATMRME LD, REIICHEFLEI &S E 2o TWd 2 L%
o7z

720 HART [~%ZB4] 20 —2128 0, FATSCRICHR SN 2Bz B OB CHERL T & 2 b oD, [ U%
AT3CHRASG TH S T ARSI T 222 A HIEARRD H T, MEIN TV LT — XA I N7z,

6. 5 &IV

2016 O H AR O FASLMEIOE RN IZ. EEHEEHE BEMHBRATIEEHFENRLD ., MBI
IZRBO NG oz LAMLARDVL, BELESERIE, TORETI 774 ADENIZE D, HOHNITKE - B
IR THAL LR T o T a, MM ERABREIICOWTHELY LX) 358, Zomta¥Ey
RETH 5D, GE 1)

7. &
7. 2B
Fan HEFEWNCE 5 4 PCT i (PCT/JP2011/080359) (22T HA, KE. RUEMZBT 2 HEFLIRG
RN Ho PCT IO MHFIFRI 11X, [ 77 A=% 4 A FERME (opDC) ZiEME L L. IFN EAEZFHEL
P52 FUER W L3 2 OF WA L LB 2 AR & LTE T IFN EAFEH . | Tholzo RFEVNIARD AR

- 8
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WHkiZ, 79 A< 4 A FEARA (pDC) 2 L35 2 LI X D AERNIFN EAZFET L 2 L STE,
ZORFR, ERORELRIEL, VA VAEOREZH L. 74 VARIEZHE LG L W) REBE AT 5.
PCT W4 #) 7 L — 20213, H@MRaE s LT, [IFEN BEAFE |, [HREREE . RO [ 4 0V ZAEGHEO T B i
B RlRE v,

7. 2 HREHEF
(1) BETOHBRRUERRRL. XVAERE Y L — LADEFMERKR
F4 FETOHERUERRR

HA (HE 1~3) pNE| BRI (1T o &)
A 1 R 5950827 HVE 13/977,435 B 2659898 5
(B A7 ) (2016/06/17 &4%) | (k) (2018/03/07 %4%)
HiRE 2 HFiF 6170190 5 JF#F 9549956 75
(4548, Wk ED) | (2017/07/07 %4%) | (2017/01/24 %45%)
HiJRE 3 JFiE 6598824 7 B 10220060 75
(373 A ) (2019/10/11 &%) | (2019/03/05 %:4%)
HiJRH 4 B 11224623 75
(5350 ) (2022/01/18 %:4%)
HiRE 5 B 11944657 5
(5350 ) (2024/04/02 %:5%)
HiE 6 HE 18/600,195
(373 R ) (2025/08/05 FEFFALSE)
x5 RRBEY L —LDOEFIERT
HH &R EEN KIE R
IFN pg /L5 (W 1) HYBE 2 -
L (R 2)
ke iend A (R 1) HiEH 3 -
Rl (R 3)
ANV ARG | A (R 1) i 6% HiJE 1
RS (R 3)
AV A EGeiERE | A (U 1) Mg 4 %2 HYBEE 1
DEIER T B S (B 3) | HHIEE 5 -
D A7V oA VARG REEZIKT S 572005 & LTl

N BN,
[ Y TNVZ VT A IVAEGEHE] & LTERI N,

(% 2)
(2) B=X
PCT WEORATIHE (1) oFARMKIL, ZaHBEEHOBREEELENTho72, Lo T HEH1 TR
EMZ7VL—20HBRENPZEDONLoTzlzd, 7L —2ELTESHIN FlIZL—-20f&REE LT
(X, IFN REARFEE, SREERNG, AT AV ARG TR L ORISR b7z (K52 H). —J7, HARLEYET
BOSEWE (B2 RU3) 2BV TIE, AW 7 L—2 L LTEFRS Nz, BT 7 L —2 O HER
& LT, IFN BEAERRE, SRIRIG. 7 A4 WV RAEGETPP. ROPEIER TPz RO b (K53, 2o
. PCT LIS E TN T2 TOHBRE M Z THERE [2EERTF] o7 L—2a25 #l7 L —A
BB 7 LV — 208 b —HIC X o THAETE 72, $720 7 L—2DFRRKIZOWTIE, FFEDK
EHTAHIZ7 bavyh A 57 F AWM 7 F A (L. lactis subsp. lactis) O #iPH TR SNz,
BERSNMBA 2 ORI 11E, [ 77 XA=% A4 M FERRMIE (pDC) &3 L L. IFEN- a A ZFHE LA S
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HAMHETH Y. 10ug/ml TEHREMILHED 75 X< 4 A4 FENRAIKE (pDC) 212 L 7235412 50pg/mL
VL E o IFEN- q FEA: % #5384 % Lactococcus Lactis subsp. Lactis 120 SN AEKFE TH LR, LI E &
ZFOREEWHE L WY 2 A & U CaEte IEN EAFHEH MR . | Th S,

(3) XE

TVT7 I NVICHEBEREZ GO HEZ V-2 LTEHEI N, REBRERIZEI D T HEIZOE 1 DOHEI
BRET HZ EAROOENI2720, KHEEZNEOMBETHEALT 22 2B L7z, £/, BREBRERIZB W TR
EDFLRRE R 2 BINT B &) BoR SN 270, FUERE MR JCM5805 ICHRE S 7z S 512, BHRA, 74 VA
NHA YT NIH T AN ZTBE Sz,

BERENTHEE2 D27 L—2 113, [A method for activating plasmacytoid dendritic cells (pDCs) and inducing
type-I-IFN and type III IFN production in a subject, comprising administering the Lactococcus lactis deposited
with the Japan Collection of Microorganisms of the RIKEN BioResource Center under the accession number
JCM5805 to the subject.] TH %,

(4) B

[ ANV REGD TR ITHHE ] 2OV ToOR2EEME BRIWHE) 7 L—2ae LTERI N FFHREN
Hi#& 2 L — A TOMRLZ RS RGBT T & B h o 7o BERBIZBWT, 7 L —2 0B BiMLT5 2
EWWBE o 72, WIIEORRBIZE D CHIESFHRFIENMIE YT 5 (12345 (2) & LTHEMINL, £
Ot MBI ILRE % 5 ek (JCMb5805 K U8 JCM20101) 1ZBRE L 72

BEkE7-27 L—24 113, [An agent for use in a method of prevention or treatment of virus infection comprising
as an active ingredient spherical shaped lactic acid bacteria, wherein the lactic acid bacteria are Lactococcus
lactis JCM5805 or Lactococcus lactis JCM20101.] TH V. fkEWIZTOVWTD 7 L — 4 31d. [A food or drink

product comprising the agent according to claim 1 or claim 2 for use according to claim 1 or claim 2.] T® 4,

7. 3 ¢80

RETIE. FEOFRELEBFIHE 722 L0k AL RE R HPAAT R 2 4R & o720 HARTIE, &R
ENIELBOOND & & HIZHBERHOBEKEE D ARETH - 72720, WAL 5T HRTOHENLOM AR
BHEFLVWDDTHo72LEZOND KRETIHBERIRERICL D KRINTLBAME R IE B 722 N & 7%
D, 2L —20HBHEHRICETRET A LEE2E L, — T WRTOREIZE ). FMM - MR
DWTRIERNES & o Tz L ) IZEbh b,

AETIE, ZBMOVTICBWTH, REREHOABEERIIAANTH S LB S h/z720, ZOILBEOH &
BREFHE 225 L) ITHIET 2 2 L PR TH o720 ARICTRRTE72E B, AinHEEW O R E D2
oML 7 L—2BREEZETRL L, Z020, PCT HHOBITRLS, FENCHELZ2Z L—AICHIET 52
EDEFE L Tz, HBRBEDRED NN &I X ) FBE KM OB % 20 7251, SR oA
FEHIS L7 b2 Wb 2 EQEETH 5, (hA)

8. BhYIC

ARIRAIC LD ERMHEREHORTLICE T 2 K EOBEFH M2 ZRPFIET 2 LWL E ko7,
KETIE. AP OF R EICIED < HBEFIIZEED 51U L HARFEBED R E O 58 TR LA
AN H A T, BREFHET — 7 BPEBICHREN L2 DIF TIE RV L OO, n ORGSO 5k
WX 0. RROFEEDRHENAT DN B BATFED BTz,

HECI. @D [TEEFE] CENTLIhEPIILLDLT. AL AL T 7L -0 2RALZLI2LD
BHORESTTRETH D FEH LD BN TE L SN Tw5,
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HEETIE. HARRBRC MR ° iRy & LTHBREZRET S 7 L—a0Hwohs—F, &
ME IOV TIIHEBEOBRED A TIEF MDD SN, T2, HiEr L — N3 EFRIT A SRR E o
AREOHH T L <. HEREHOREERBITHEY 7 L —20ub s> T,

RN ClE. JERHEA & & EBE BRI L CHRETT 2 2 L0 BETH 5o BB OLA I, BT
BN TR A AT A2 L— 2 WD 2 EEYTH B M7, EBHRNAEICOWTIE, BN
Birsfodask 4) 6) OBEICKDENEZ V-2 2RATHIENET L, 2B, fERAVONTEAA
AZA T2 L—=AiE, IRFEHIOIE (G2/08) ICXVBDONEL Bolzizwd, BARFMTRE TRV,

X5, MEMREDONFECE L Tid, in vitro AREROAIZIED L FhIH A7 & L in vitro. BiWRER. ¢ MR
B S THAE DR —AIBD SN h otz T—F OHHE B IIHEEDORBTICKE S BETLEHL VA D,

BUT, AR, ESLICHEESNE 7 L—2BRADPKEL B L7200, FEOEEEBZET L. F
WEBEE»SZEE Lvr L—aRUTHIIET 5 2 & MR LERE LD CTEETH D LiimoT b b,

(5 fi % 58 2025.8.22)
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