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4. 1 HRRYO—BIREN HFEE
Q-5 BIFEEOR#EL ZIT HNZBIRIITT A ?
Q-5 : What “DESIGN” is protectable in Japan under the Japanese Design Act?
A-5: BIREOREZZITONS [EIE] &, OWmoIR, Bkks L CIRaRE s ofkisa, @O, @/
EW, QNEDTHA »Tho T, BIEHBEIIBET 2 8HEMLHATHOTT,
N6 [—E5] oW THR#ESEOENT T, T2, [HW] OBIRIZOVWTHRESEOONE T,
[HifR] BIEIZOWTIE, TiLD 2 EHOWTINICEL T LLE0A, REFZTOLNET,
O HEHOBEOHIH IS EIE (BIEHE)
@ BBV TOMBBZ I LR E LTFRSN DLW (FOREIER)
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[ EFRAATERRICREISR) BTk (B2(CIRRZENICEHR)

it BT Bl Ak
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/design/shinsa_kijun/index.html
<BRZEOREZZITFONZVWHO>
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EHOLMHTHBET L
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/design/shinsa_kijun/document/index/isho-shinsakijun-03-
0l.pdf

(€T =29 m DR b

I ERET RIS AL E
https.//www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/design/shinsa_kijun/index.html

A-5: A protectable “design” under the Japanese Design Act is any of the following that meets the require-
ments for registration as required in the Japan Design Act:

(i) Shape, patterns or colors, or any combination thereof, of an article;

(ii) Graphic image,

(iii) Shape or equivalent features of a building, or

(iv) Interior design, which decorates inside a store, office, or other facilities.

Designs for “Part of an article” or “Set of articles” are protected as well.

Design for a “Graphic image” is protectable if it is either of the following two classifications:

(i) Graphic image for operation: A graphic image provided for use in the operation of a device

(ii) Graphic image for display: A graphic image displayed as a result of a device performing its function

<Examples of graphic images falling under a graphic image for operation>

Graphic image for purchasing products Graphic image for an icon
(Graphic image of a web) (Clicking operation button launches software)

<Examples of graphic images falling under a graphic image for display>

Graphic image displaying Graphic image displaying time
medical measurement resuits (graphic image projected onto a wall)

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/rule/guideline/design/shinsa_kijun/document/index/0401.pdf
<“Non-Protectable” items under the Design Act>
The design of a “non-object (electricity, light, heat, etc.),” which is an element that does not have a concrete

form is not protectable under the Japanese Design Act.
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Non-Protectable Examples:

- Surface pattern that is only a pattern or patterns that are separate from an object,

- Powdery or granular objects whose respective shapes cannot be seen by the naked eye,

- Movie or film-contents, computer games, or a desktop wallpaper image, etc.

A design with “only a ridge line” is not a “part forming a certain part” of an article, and therefore cannot be

protected under the Design Act.

[Case example] “A concrete block used in building”

“Examination Guidelines for Design”

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/rule/guideline/design/shinsa_kijun/document/index/0301.pdf

4. 2 BEHO—FIEN BEH

Q-25: [Ml— ANIC X B [A H IMHO i s & 1% ?

Q-25 : What is a consultative directive for same day filing by the same person?

A-25: R HIZHBEE S N72F— ZFPoOZBREEFHIZ, F— A, ACHEDLLT, BEFESE ISE 2HOHE
ZHED RO R L S, FRFTRE X Vi v 2 sh s (BIREFIKE4H).

72720, FHIZHEES nf’iﬁﬂlﬂ‘é%l:”ﬁ%&ﬁﬂﬁ‘lﬁlg}u RBHDTHoT, ABILEZOBHEEEE LTH
S, ORI Y Lo TWALGEIS il:(iﬁ%97x<ﬂ€21ﬁ@iﬁmkﬁ§b%@‘l‘% KOWMRER) TEA

L723o T HRFITREE LD T%Zm%i“é M ENGEE BB, MECX ), —HomBEICER 2 ZIEz
[AREIR] &L, hoRE R B Z [BEER ETZ) & T Alhakte s @ﬂ%?ﬁ’%’ﬂﬂi R

B, IR 9 &RE 2 IEOHE.EG o Whakfa it BRSS9 &4 2 HUM DM OB A2 <. B3 h
) B RIEEGFHEIHEA LTV AHAITI OTHL I 00, BIRES 9L 2 HUNOIEHOIE D 5 &
Elx, TORHEIEITTH . ‘J‘&b%\ RIS 9 4258 2 HOBLE I & hhaig v & T M DSt o o Pl &
3. FRISEAZIThLEE A
A-25 : Applications for the same or similar design registration filed on the same date, regardless of whether
they are filed by the same or similar persons, are subject to consultation under Article 9 (2) of the Design Act,
and the Commissioner of the Patent Office will issue a consultation order (Article 9 (4) of the Design Act).

However, if similar applications for design registration filed on the same day are filed by the same person and
are filed as the main design and its related designs, and a relationship between them is established, the
consultation is not subject to the provisions of Article 9 (2) of the Design Act.

Therefore, in the event of a consultative directive from the Commissioner of the JPO, the applicant may
exclude himself from the scope of this consultative directive by making the design in one application the “main
design” and the design in the other application the “related design” through an amendment.

The consultative directive under Article 9 (2) of the Design Act is to be issued when there are no reasons
for refusal other than Article 9 (2) of the Design Act and when there are competing applications for design
registration that may be registered.

In other words, the consultation order under Article 9 (2) of the Design Act and the other reasons for

refusal will not be notified at the same time.
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4. 3 BEYO—BRBN EBEER
Q-39 : BEAERIC—#Im < [EAE ] 13T h,
Q-39 : What is “notification” issued together with the notification of allowance.
A-39 ¢ HARICHEAE WA L2HM L, ZEICLXMZ BAISET2HAITT, ZZIC LRSI 1
TVAEAICIE. 2SO XHIEERTICSRINZ D00, BEEEICH L CHBE. AEESEoBIRE % %
THEFROON L7z 812D 79, /2, BAFICHIN TV LA L, Wad U TH S &S
NDLWEEMED D HHPHATTOT, BZELWOY A ML LIl BIREOHFFFHZIENT 2 LTSEIIR) 9,
A-39 : It is a notice informing you of the range of search conducted by the examiner during examination and
the references to which he/she has referred, if there is any. If references are listed, it means that these
references were referred to during examination, but were not found to be the basis for novelty or creativity of
the filed design. In addition, the range of the search described in the notice is the range in which the articles
may be judged to be similar, therefore, it, together with the list of references, will be helpful in inferring the

scope of the design right.
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X512, FEFFITICBWTD 2024 4E 1 HIZ “Your Key to Success: for Obtaining a Design Right in Japan”®® %%
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WA TR PR OB TR RERL RE OB

(BERIEER - X DLT. & TORMKHHERHIZ 202541 A 30 H

() FFRET THRERATBUE RS 3 2024 4
https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/report/nenji/2024/index.html

(2) https://www.jpaa-members.jp/index.php?page=1&br_serial=24&br_sub_serial=202&sortOrder=0&view_id=9921

Q) BIEZHRH 3 #2023 4 8 HRF O b D
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/gaiyo/seidogaiyo/index.html

(4) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/design/gaiyo/design.html

(5) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/toppage/movie/isho-syoukai_video/index.html
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6) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/design/gaiyo/registration_design.html

7) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/resources/report/sonota-info/document/pamphlet/isho_kaisei_en.pdf

8) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/design/gaiyo/bunrui/index.html

9) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/faq/yokuaru/design.html

10) https://www.japaneselawtranslation.go.jp/en/laws/view/4004

11) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/rule/other/design/ishou_kisoku_betuhyo.html

12) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/rule/guideline/design/case-examples/graphic-image/index.html
13) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/rule/guideline/design/case-examples/graphic-image/2019.html
14) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/rule/guideline/design/case-examples/partial.html

15) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/process/shutugan/yusen/das/index.html

16) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/design/hague/proving_doc.html

17) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/rule/other/design/ishou-reigai-tetsuduki.html

18) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/design/shinsa/status.html

19) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/design/shinsa/soki-kokusaiisyou_soukisinri.html

20) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/design/shinsa/soki-isyou_soukisinri.html

21) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/design/shinsa/soki-new_de_ap_2005.html

22) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/isho/document/index/design.pdf

23) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/introduction/hinshitu/shinsa/isho/isho_manual.html

25) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/rule/guideline/design/shinsa_kijun/index.html

26) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/rule/guideline/design/shinsa-handbook/document/index/all.pdf

27) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/rule/guideline/design/h23_zumen_guideline.html

28) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/design/hague/notes_for_annex.html

29) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/design/hague/delay-mails.html

30) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/design/hague/das_jpo_180323.html

31) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/design/hague/isho_yusenken.html

32) https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/design/hague/hague_notes_e.html

33) https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/report/statusreport/index.html

34) https://www.jpaa-members.jp/index.php?page=1&br_serial=24&br_sub_serial=202&sortOrder=0&view_id=9920
35) https://www.jpaa-members.jp/index.php?page=1&br_serial=24&br_sub_serial=202&sortOrder=0&view_id=9863
36) https://www.jpaa-members.jp/index.php?page=1&br_serial=24&br_sub_serial=202&sortOrder=0&view_id=9867
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37) https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/design/gaiyo/info/your_key_to_success.html
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