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WINTBY, TIPS EIILDLLEHVET,

To make the determination of whether these claims
are directed to an improvement in existing com-
puter technology, the court looked to the teachings
of the specification. Specifically, the court identified
the specification's teachings that the claimed inven-
tion achieves other benefits over conventional data-
bases, such as increased flexibility, faster search
times, and smaller memory requirements. It was
noted that the improvement does not need to be
defined by reference to “physical” components.
Instead, the improvement here is defined by logical
structures and processes, rather than particular
physical features. The Federal Circuit stated that
the Enfish claims were not ones in which gener-
al-purpose computer components are added after
the fact to a fundamental economic practice or
mathematical equation, but were directed to a
specific implementation of a solution to a problem in
the software arts, and concluded that the Enfish
claims were thus not directed to an abstract idea
(under Step 2A).

% 72, Finjan 13, Core Pk % 2 THRFFIT 225
FATENTZ 2018/4/2 AT V¥ AT, LFDOXHIZ
RBEINTED, B EIILLEHVET,

In Finjan Inc. v. Blue Coat Systems, Inc., 879 F.3d
1299 (Fed. Cir. 2018), -

patent eligible because the court concluded that the

The claims were held

claimed method recites specific steps that accom-
plish a result that realizes an improvement in
computer functionality. In particular, the method
generates a security profile that identifies both
hostile and potentially hostile operations, and can
protect the user against both previously unknown
viruses and “obfuscated code.” This is an im-
provement over traditional virus scanning, which
only recognized the presence of previously-identi-
fied viruses.

In Core Wireless Licensing S. A. R. L., v. LG
Electronics, Inc., 880 F.3d 1356 (Fed. Cir. 2018), -
The claims to computing devices were held patent
eligible because the court concluded that they are

directed to an improved user interface for electronic
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devices, not to the abstract idea of an index. In
particular, the claims contain precise language
delimiting the type of data to be displayed and how
to display it, thus improving upon conventional user
interfaces to increase the efficiency of using mobile
devices.
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BEZLNET,

2%, 2016/11 AET ¥ F AL, UTDLHIC
RRENTwET,
An ‘“improvement in computer-related technology”

is not limited to improvements in the operation of a
computer or a computer network per se, but may
also be claimed as a set of “rules” (basically
that

puter-related technology by allowing computer

mathematical relationships) improve com-
performance of a function not previously perform-
able by a computer.

An indication that a claim is directed to an improve-
ment in computer-related technology may include
(1) a teaching in the specification about how the
claimed invention improves a computer or other
technology (e. g., the McRO court relied on the
specification's explanation of how the claimed rules
enabled the automation of specific animation tasks
that previously could not be automated when
determining that the claims were directed to im-
provements in computer animation instead of an
abstract idea). In contrast, the court in Affinity Labs
ofTX v. DirecTVrelied on the specification's failure
to provide details regarding the manner in which
the invention accomplished the alleged improvement
when holding the claimed methods of delivering
broadcast content to cellphones directed to an
abstract idea.

(2) a particular solution to a problem or a particular
way to achieve a desired outcome defined by the
claimed invention, as opposed to merely claiming the
idea of a solution or outcome (e.g., McRO's claims
defined a specific way, namely use ofparticular rules
to set morph weights and transitions through
phonemes, to solve the problem ofproducing accu-
rate and realistic lip synchronization and facial
expressions in animated characters, and thus were
not directed to an abstract idea). In contrast,
Electric Power Group's claimed method was di-
rected to an abstract idea because it merely pre-
sented the results of collecting and analyzing infor-
mation, without even identifying a particular tool for

the presentation.
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o
The BASCOM court agreed that the additional
elements were generic computer, network, and
Internet components that did not amount to signifi-
cantly more when considered individually, but ex-
plained that the district court erred by failing to
recognize that when combined, an inventive concept
may be found in the non-conventional and non-ge-
neric arrangement of the additional elements, z. e.,
the installation of a filtering tool at a specific
location, remote from the end-users, with customiz-
able filtering features specific to each end user (note
that the term “inventive concept” is often used by
the courts to describe additional element (s) that
amount to significantly more than a judicial excep-

tion).
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